
Standards Committee Newsletter Spring 2008 

Welcome to the spring edition of the Standards Committee newsletter.  The government has finally 
announced the start date for the new local assessment procedure, which will see a fundamental 
change in the way complaints are considered.  From 8 May 2008, the Monitoring Officer at the 
District Council will be the first point of contact for complaints, rather than the Standards Board for 
England.  We’re also about to see a new parish council representative elected this summer – 
details immediately below.  You’re always welcome to come along and attend our meetings – they 
are held in public at South Cambridgeshire Hall in Cambourne.  You’ll find details of next year’s 
meetings on page 3. 
 

 
 
Parish Council Member Election Process 

Mrs Grace Everson 
of Arrington Parish 
Council, who has 
been on the 
committee since its 
inception in 2001, is 
retiring in May and 
we're looking for 
nominations to fill 
the vacancy.  The 

other representatives are Mr 
Michael Farrar (Stapleford Parish Council) 
and Mr Dave Kelleway (Teversham Parish 
Council). 
 
Parish council members are elected directly 
by South Cambridgeshire parish councils and 
meetings, all of whom will be asked at their 
Annual General Meetings in May if they wish 
to nominate any of their councillors for the 
role.  The closing date for receipt of 
nominations is Friday 6 June 2008.  If more 
than one nomination is received, the process 
will continue to a ballot and all nominees will 
be asked to provide supporting statements of 
not more than one side of A4 paper.  (In the 
likely event that a ballot will be conducted, we 
ask that parish clerks submit their nominee’s 
supporting statement along with notice of the 
nomination.)  The district council will circulate 
these statements and ballot papers to all 
parish councils and meetings, and asks that 
all ballots be returned to the Monitoring 
Officer at SCDC by Friday 11 July 2008.  
This will ensure that the newly-elected 
member will be able to attend all necessary 
training prior to the next ordinary committee 
meeting on 10 September 2008. 
 
At the moment we can’t predict the likely 
workload which could arise from the new 
local assessment procedures, but can advise 

that meetings, hearings and appeals will be 
held at the District Council offices in 
Cambourne, most often during the daytime. 
 
A summary of the parish council member role 
and the election process is given in the 
SCDC Constitution, Part 2, Article 9: The 
Standards Committee: 
 
Parish Members (SCDC Constitution) 
• At least one Parish Member must be 

present when matters relating to parish 
councils or their members are being 
considered; 

• Parish Members will be entitled to vote at 
meetings on matters relating to the 
discharge of the functions set out in 
Article 9.03 (h); 

• A [district] councillor may not be a Parish 
Member 

• Parish Members may not be closely 
connected to [district] councillors 

• The Parish Members shall be nominated 
by parish councils at their annual parish 
council meeting, nominations to include a 
statement supporting the candidate, not 
exceeding one side of A4 paper. In the 
case of more than the requisite number 
being nominated by the deadline set, the 
candidates’ statements will be sent with a 
voting paper to all parish councils in the 
District and the votes received by the 
deadline set will determine the candidates 
to be elected 

• In the event of a tied vote, the position will 
be filled by the Monitoring Officer drawing 
lots 

• A clear and strict deadline will be set for 
both receipt of nominations and, if a vote 
is required, voting slips. These deadlines 
will apply equally to all parish councils, 
including those of existing or retiring 
Parish Members 
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Advice to Parish Council and Meeting Clerks on conducting a ballot of your Councillors 
If an election is conducted but you haven't any parish council meetings scheduled between your 
AGM and the ballot return deadline of 11 July 2008, you could survey the parish councillors by 
telephone, letter and / or e-mail, and return the ballot paper marked with the parish council's 
majority view, as the ballot does not need to be completed at a formal meeting.  All clerks will have 
been provided with the candidates' supporting statements as soon as possible after the 
nominations deadline of 6 June, so there is just over a month to disseminate the information and 
prepare your parish council's response.  In the case of a tied vote amongst your parish councillors, 
please follow your own agreed procedures, for example, the Chairman's casting vote or drawing a 
name from a hat. 
  
Please note that there will be one ballot provided to each parish council, to be used to indicate the 
whole parish council's majority view.  Please use only the ballot provided by SCDC and do not 
make additional copies for those parish councillors who did not support the majority view. 
 
There is an ordinary meeting of the Standards Committee on Wednesday 11 June 2008 at 10 am, 
to which everyone is invited – nominees might wish to attend to see the committee at work. 
 

 
 
Local Assessment Process 
After many months of waiting, the District Council was informed on 18 April 2008 that the new 
Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 have been laid before Parliament.  These 
regulations come into force on 8 May 2008 and allow for local assessment of allegations about the 
conduct of District and Parish Councillors. 
 
Therefore, from 8 May, the local Monitoring Officer, rather than by the Standards Board for 
England, will receive all allegations of misconduct, which will allow the Standards Committee’s 
local knowledge to help inform what happens next.  Complaints will be considered by a local filter 
panel of 3-5 members of the Standards Committee, which will determine: 
• whether it involves the conduct of a District or Parish Councillor; 
• whether it appears to involve a breach of the Code of Conduct; 
• whether enough information has been provided to investigate the matter; 
• whether the complaint is serious enough to merit further action; 
• whether the local committee is conflicted out or would be liable to judicial review if the 

matter is investigated; and 
• whether the complaint has been made by the Chief Executive, the Monitoring Officer, or is 

about the Leader, Major Opposition Group Leader or Elected Mayor. 
 
The District Council will be making downloadable forms available on its website, 
www.scambs.gov.uk/standards, and the Monitoring Officer can now be contacted directly by e-mail 
at monitoring.officer@scambs.gov.uk.  Paper copies will be available at the Council offices, by 
contacting Democratic Services (see page 4), and at South Cambridgeshire libraries. 
 
The District Council will also be inviting the local media to a briefing on the new procedures, 
including advice on when material pertaining to allegations and investigations can be made public. 
 

 
 
Summary of Dispensations 
The Standards Committee has received a record number of requests for dispensations during 
2007-08, for which it commended the parish councils and meetings for considering their 
circumstances and taking the appropriate steps. 
• Hatley Parish Council – dispensations granted to all members for four years in respect of 

planning applications, otherwise more than 50% of Hatley Parish Council would be 
conflicted out of consideration of any planning applications. 
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• Histon & Impington Parish Councils – after notifying the Standards Committee of 
changed circumstances, the Committee revoked previous dispensations granted to parish 
councillors from Histon and from Impington in respect of their membership of the Histon 
and Impington Recreation Ground Sub-Committee and involvement with Histon Hornets 
Football Club. 

• Horseheath Parish Council – dispensations granted to four of its members (more than 
50% of the parish council) to allow for participation in general discussions about land 
availability for low-cost housing, due to their properties being near vacant land. 

• Madingley Parish Council – dispensations granted to four of its members (more than 50% 
of the parish council) in respect of matters concerning a specific road in the village, on 
which all four councillors lived. 

• Shudy Camps Parish Council – dispensations granted to three of its members (more than 
50% of the parish council) in relation to meetings at which a specific planning application 
would be discussed.  A fourth councillor was the applicant and would attend these meetings 
only under the terms of paragraph 12(2) of the revised Code of Conduct. 

 
If you require a dispensation, an application form can be downloaded from 
www.scambs.gov.uk/standards, which also has guidance available on the questions to ask yourself 
about whether or not a dispensation is required (paper copies can be provided from Democratic 
Services – contact details are on page 4).  Remember that each parish councillor requiring a 
dispensation must complete a separate application – the committee must grant dispensations to a 
particular person and not to the whole authority.  If circumstances change during the lifetime of the 
dispensation, it is your responsibility to notify the Monitoring Officer and, possibly, to ask the 
Standards Committee to amend or revoke the existing dispensation. 
 

 
 
2008/09 meeting schedule 
All meetings of the Standards Committee are open to the public and are held at the SCDC Offices, 
South Cambridgeshire Hall in Cambourne.  The Standards Committee has agreed to hold its 
2008/09 quarterly meetings on: 
• Wednesday 11 June 2008 at 10 am 
• Wednesday 10 September 2008 at 10 am 
• Wednesday 10 December 2008 at 10 am 
• Wednesday 11 March 2009 at 10 am 
 
Meetings of local assessment panels, appeals panels and hearing panels will be scheduled as 
required, possibly at short notice.  If any part of these meetings will be open to the public, the 
agenda will be available with at least five clear working days’ notice, and agendas are free to 
download from the Council’s website, www.scambs.gov.uk/meetings (paper copies can be issued 
for the cost of printing and postage).  Given the subject matter being considered, it is unlikely that 
meetings of local assessment panels and appeals panels will be held in public, as is already the 
case with, for example, licensing and employment panels. 

 
 

 
Town and Parish Standard – March 2008 
The Standards Board for England’s latest publication for Town and Parish Councils was included in 
the SCDC Weekly Bulletin for 9 April 2008, and can be downloaded from the SBE website 
(www.standardsboard.gov.uk).  It was prepared before the latest news from the government about 
the start of the local assessment process and the finalisation of the regulations, so speaks in 
general terms about the forthcoming changes to the standards framework.  The SBE is expected to 
produce guidance notes before the end of April, outlining how the new process will work, but as yet 
they have not been published. 
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Getting in touch 
The District Council will be reviewing the composition and membership of the Standards 
Committee at its Annual General Meeting on 22 May 2008 and we’ll let you know the outcome in 
the summer newsletter. 
 

 

We’d like to hear from you.  Please ask us your questions and we’ll include a 
“Frequently Asked Questions” section in all future newsletters.  Don’t forget that the 
parish council members of the Standards Committee are there to represent all of 
South Cambridgeshire’s parish councils and meetings, and there is a standing item 
on every committee agenda for them to report the feedback they’ve received: 

Michael Farrar 
37 Hawthorne Road 
Stapleford 
Cambridge CB22 5DU 
01223 840947 
michael.farrar@virgin.net 

Dave Kelleway 
87 Fulbourn Road 
Teversham 
Cambridge CB21 5AJ 
01223 293743 

Vacancy (could this be you?) 

dave.kelleway@homecall.co.uk
 
These are the officers of South Cambridgeshire District Council and the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Association of Local Councils (CPALC) who can provide advice: 

Catriona Dunnett 
Deputy Monitoring Officer, SCDC 
01954 713308 
catriona.dunnett@scambs.gov.uk or 
monitoring.officer@scambs.gov.uk 
 

Fiona McMillan 
Deputy Monitoring Officer, SCDC 
01954 713027 
fiona.mcmillan@scambs.gov.uk or 
monitoring.officer@scambs.gov.uk 

Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Association of Local 
Councils (CPALC) 
33 Stephenson Road 
St Ives, Cambs PE27 3WJ 01480 375629 
info@calc-cambs.org.uk 

Democratic Services (agendas, minutes and 
paper copies of forms) 
SCDC 
01954 713030 
democratic.services@scambs.gov.uk 
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